Surgeon-General Cleghorn reminded his hearers of the honourable traditions of the services. It was through one of their predecessors that the old East India Company obtained its first concession. Broughton, the officer in question, had been instrumental in saving the life of the Emperor Jehan's daughter and named as his sole reward a concession for the Company as to trading. Since then the service by its influence on the people through its medical work had steadily been helping to oil the wheels of Government and many were the officers who had distinguished themselves in various ways. Accusations of slowness in taking advantage of opportunities for original resarch and in the organization of a complete sanitary system were occasionally launched at the service, but they who knew the local conditions and circumstances understood the difficulties which surrounded the path of progress in particular directions. Laboratories, however, were now being established, and other facilities offered for original investigations, and in due course results would follow. Although they had had to make bricks without straw, they had been able to meet the requirements of the country. The immensity of medical and surgical work, the number of medical institutions, the colleges, schools, hospitals, dispensaries and asylums, for which they were responsible, were practically unknown out of India. All this medical work was spread over the whole of India and Burmah, and had developed a sympathetic and kindly feeling between the members of the service and the natives of India, a feeling which extended to the guardians and reformers of the criminal class, for practically the whole of the Jail Department had grown up and developed under selected officers of the Medical Service. The manifold duties and responsibilities which devolved on the service, and the unique opportunities which occasionally presented themseves to the man of special talents, combined with the pay and pension, were the main induce- Captain Thurston, F.R.C.S., Eng., will act for LieutenantColonel Charles. vli/
